
the stronger sex has always been pleased to confine them,
those of motherhood and housekeeper.
Gardner gives another example in which American opinion

differs absolutely from French opinion. He refers to the
problems concerning bovine tuberculosis which have been
recently taken up again in France, following a request by the
council of hygiene of the department of the Aisne asking the
compulsory application of the tuberculin test to cows whose
milk is sold to the public and demanding that all cows with
positive reaction be sent to the slaughter houses. This propo¬
sition was not accepted by the Academy of Medicine, and it
stated that the only way of warding off the transmission of
tuberculosis by milk was to boil the milk. Dr. Gardner com¬

pares this with the radical legislation of the state of New
York, and remarks that once more in France principles of
hygiene have been obliged to give way to considerations of
economic opportunism.

A New Hospital Society
Physicians and surgeons of the Saint-"Äntoine Hospital in

Paris have just organized a society called the "Amis de
l'hôpital," the aim of which is to make wards more attractive
and the stay of patients less distressing by decorating the
wards with flowers and plants, by giving better food to

patients, and by performances similar to those soldiers
enjoyed in the war hospitals. Moreover, the society helps
families of patients who are very often deprived of resources

through the sickness of one of the heads of the family, and
takes care of convalescents after they leave the hospital.

NETHERLANDS
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Tune 7, 1922.
Hospital Congress

Several members of the board of directors of the largest
hospitals in the country gathered in Utrecht under the
presidency of Mr. Wortman to discuss the various advantages
that might be derived from a general congress in which
questions pertaining to hospital organization would be taken
up. It is probable, judging from present reports, that the
project will mature.

Medical Directory
The "Geneeskundig jaarboekje voor Nederland" for 1922 has

just been published. This directory gives a list of hospitals
and sanatoriums and all information that may be of interest
to the medical profession. The Netherlands today has 3,495
physicians, 381 dentists, 925 midwives and 635 druggists. The
number of students in various medical faculties reaches 2,079,
including 267 women students.

Annual Meeting of the Netherlands Medical Association
The Nederlandsche Maatschappij tot Bevordering der

Geneeskunst will hold its session at Maestricht, July 2-4.
On account of the proximity of this city to the Belgian
frontier, the organizers will take the participants to Spa
during the congress.

The Cancer Institute
Judging from advices received from Bandong (Dutch East

India), it seems that the project of constructing a research
institute for cancer is making progress. This institute is to
be annexed to a large public hospital, where patients will
be sheltered. The laboratory will be kept up by the income
derived from an endowment of 50,000 florins.

The Fight Against Malaria in Northern Holland

The committee appointed to combat malaria has made some

interesting reports, among which is one from Professor

Swellengrebel who, during 1920-1921, made researches on
infection by anopheles. A careful examination of 5,093 mos¬

quitoes obtained near contaminated houses has shown that
the insects were infected, particularly during the months of
September and December. During that period, 6 per cent,
of the insects are infected, and this serves to prove that the
killing of mosquitoes must be done in the fall. On the whole,
the fight seems to be successful, as the number of malaria
cases dropped from 5,000 in 1918 to 500 in 1921.

Home for Convalescent Railroad Employees
The railway administration intends to purchase the Vil-

landry property of forty-nine acres near Nimeguen, for the
erection of a home for convalescent railroad employees. A
temporary sanatorium was built in 1921 on the same site,
and it sheltered this year 180 homeless men.

PRAGUE
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

June 28, 1922.
Death of Edmund Weil

Prof. Edmund Weil of the German medical faculty in
Prague died, June 15, of typhus fever. Science loses in him
one of the best students of the problems of immunity. He
has become known through his researches on the r\l=o^\leof
white blood cells in the mechanism of immunity, in which he
followed the lines indicated by his teacher, Prof. Oskar Bail.
He devoted most of his life to the study of typhus fever, and
was one of the discoverers of the Weil-Felix reaction, which
has become an invaluable means of diagnosis in the fight
against typhus fever. During the World War, he was

engaged in these studies, and he continued them after the
armistice. Having succeeded in cultivating the virus, he
began studying in detail the lice and the processes which the
virus undergoes in their bodies. He was just about to make the
final step in his discoveries and proceed to the immunization
of man. He went to Lemberg in order to have fresh typhus
material always available. When inoculating an animal intra-
peritoneally, he sprinkled his eye with an emulsion of the
intestines of infected lice which he was injecting. He paid
no attention to the accident and, having finished his experi¬
ment, returned home. Exactly on the eleventh day after the
accident, he developed typhus fever. He died in three days.
His death is the more tragic in that he left his life's work
unfinished just at the stage when it promised to achieve its
final aim in the immunization of man against one of the most
deadly diseases. His assistant. Dr. F. Breinl. who has been
working with him for several years, is preparing his material
for publication and will continue the research as Professor
Weil had outlined it.

Congress on Social Medicine
A social medicine congress was organized, June 4-7, in

Ruthenia, by Czechoslovak physicians who went to Ruthenia
two years ago, when it became a part of the Czechoslovak
republic, subsequent to the World War. The territory has
been neglected, so that it has become a focus of endemic
infectious diseases, such as typhus fever and smallpox. Two
years of hard work has brought very fruitful results. The
contagious diseases have been stamped out ; and now social
diseases form the most important problem in the public health
campaign. Because the local workers felt that they were not
competent to deal with these problems, they called the best of
the public health workers to Ruthenia to familiarize them with
the local conditions and to seek their advice how to attack
the social diseases most efficiently. The congress held its
session in five sections, the child welfare and tuberculosis
sections being the most important ones. In the child welfare
section, the discussion turned on the question as to where
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